
American Flag Heroine 
1 Who is the story about? 

 
 

2 The tale of the first American flag follows what 2 
traditions? 

 
3 How have historian’s discredited the story of Betsy Ross’ 

making the American flag? 
 

4 List at least 4 positive words from the article that helps 
set the author’s tone. 

 
1      2      3        4 
 
 

5 The author encourages the reader to do what? 
 
 

6 What is the author’s purpose? Explain. 

















Effort and Achievement Rubric 
 
Use the rubric below to assess your effort and achievement 
Scale: 4= Excellent 3= Good 2=Needs Improvement 1=Unacceptable 

Score Effort Rubric Score Achievement Rubric 
4 I worked on the task with 

my group until it was 
completed. I pushed myself 
and my group to continue on 
the task even when 
difficulties arose or a 
solution was not immediately 
evident. I viewed difficulties 
that arose as opportunities to 
strengthen my and my 
groups understanding. 

4 =100 I exceeded the objectives of the task or lesson. 

3 I worked on the task with 
my group until it was 
completed. I pushed myself  
and my group to continue 
working on the task even 
when difficulties arose or a 
solution was not immediately 
evident in my group. 

3=90 I met the objectives of the task or lesson. 

2 I put some effort into the 
task, but I stopped working 
when difficulties arose in my 
group. 

2=80 I met a few of the objectives of the task or lesson, 
but did not meet others. 

1 I put very little effort into 
the task and did not work as 
a contributing member to 
with my group. 

1=70 I did not meet the objectives of the task or 
lesson. 
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Ques%ons(&(Wonders(
What(do(you(wonder(about(it?(

Feelings(and(emo%ons(
How(do(you(feel(about(it?(

Similes(and(Metaphors(
Compare(it,(be(crea%ve!(

Onomatopoeia(
What(does(it(sounds(like?(

Sensory(Images(
What(does(it(feel(or(smell(like?(

Allitera%on(
Try(repea%ng(beginning(sounds.(

Feelings(and(Emo%ons(
How(do(you(feel(about(it?(

Personifica%on(
Give(it(human(quali%es(

With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1. 



Figurative Language Poem 2 
  
I Sing the Battle 
By Harry Kemp 
  
I SING the song of the great clean guns that belch 
forth death at will. 
"Ah, but the wailing mothers, the lifeless forms and 
still!" 
  
I sing the song of the billowing flags, the bugles that 
cry before. 
"Ah, but the skeletons flapping rags, the lips that 
speak no more!" 
  
I sing the clash of bayonets, of sabres that flash and 
cleave. 
"And wilt thou sing the maimed ones, too, that go 
with pinnedup sleeve?" 
  
I sing acclaimed generals that bring the victory home. 
"Ah, but the broken bodies that drip like honey-
comb!" 
  
I sing of hosts triumphant, long ranks of marching 
men. 
"And wilt thou sing the shadowy hosts that never 
march again?" 



Personification 
 
 
 
 
 
Simile 
 
 
 
 
 
Metaphor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alliteration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unknown words and possible definitions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the Rhyme Scheme? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How many lines are there? 
 
 
 
 
How many stanzas are there? How many lines in 
each stanza? 
 



Which of the senses are evoked in this poem? Give 
the example. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the mood of the poem? 
 
 
What is the tone? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the overall message or theme? What is the 
author trying to express? 
 
 
 
 
 



Directions 
 
1.Choose a Recorder (someone with neat 
handwriting) 
 
2. Choose someone to Read the Poem all the way 
through in a voice that all group members can hear. 
 
3. Find the Examples of figurative language and 
answer the questions. 
 
4. When the teacher says rotate, you will rotate to the 
next area and complete the posted items that are not 
completed, and answer the questions.  
 
You will continue to rotate around the area until you 
get back to your original poem and complete the final 
answers. 
 
5. You may use your figurative language cards, and 
poem analysis foldable. 
  



Green ‐Right Back in the Text 
Who? What? When? 
 
 
 
 

Green ‐Right Back in the Text 
Who? What? When? 
 

Yellow ‐Throughout the Text 
What positive and negative 
words does the author use in 
the selection? How do the 
words set the tone for the 
selection? 
 
 
 

Yellow ‐Throughout the Text 
What positive and negative 
words does the author use in 
the selection? How do the 
words set the tone for the 
selection? 

Red ‐Text and Me Inference 
What is the author’s purpose 
for writing this selection? Give 
evidence for this selection.  
 
 
 

Red ‐Text and Me Inference 
What is the author’s purpose 
for writing this selection? Give 
evidence for this selection.  

Blue – Connection 
How is the selection American 
Flag Heroine, similar to the 
selection,  The First Female 
President, Edith Wilson? 
 
 

Blue – Connection 
How is the selection American 
Flag Heroine similar to 
selection,  The First Female 
President, Edith Wilson? 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leader: Read the next topic sentence or sub-heading 
and, based on that, predict what you think the next 
paragraph will be about. 
 
Group: “My prediction is that the rest of the paragraph 
will be about …” 
 
“Based on the topic sentence, I think the paragraph will 
be about … “ 

Leader: “ Can you read the next paragraph for 
us please (name)?”                    
                             or 
“(name) can you read up to ………...” 
 
With each new  leader  the group alternate between reading... 

 silently 
 to a partner 
 to the group  
 in unison 

Wow! 
Interesting! 

I think … 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Leader: “ What aspects of this paragraph do 
you need to clarify?”  (make clear)  
 
Group Members: 
 
“I’d like to know what the word …….... means?” 
“Where is ……………………..located?” 
“How is this word pronounced?” 

Leader: “ In order to check if someone has 
fully understood this passage, what 
questions could you ask them? ” 
 
Group Members: 
 
What…?  Why…? When…? 
Which...? Where...?  
Who…? How... ?  
(Then the whole group answer the questions) 

Mmmm, 
that’s 

clearer. 

What…?  
Why…?    

When… ? 
Which…?  
Where... ? 
Who…? 
How…? 



  
 
 
 

  
 
 

This one is for the Aussies and the POMs  
 
 
 
 

 Leader 
“ (name) would you please say / write a 
sentence or two to summarize this passage.” 
 
“ State the main points of this paragraph 
please (name)” 
 
“ What are the most important facts / pieces 
of information in this paragraph (name) ?” 

Leader 
“ (name) would you please say / write a 
sentence or two to summarise this passage.” 
 
“ State the main points of this paragraph 
please (name)” 
 
“ What are the most important facts / pieces   
  of information in this paragraph (name)”  



 
 

 
Feel free to pass these cards onto all those that you think need a powerful 

reading comprehension strategy and encourage them to visit my site for a heap 
more resources. 

 
http://www.adrianbruce.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is how I use the strategy in my classroom. 
 
Firstly I introduce the whole class to each of the skills in the process. This can take a couple of 
lessons to do well. 
 
Then during group work I sit with a small group of children. I bring to the group the set of the 
cards, multiple copies of an INFORMATION TEXT, three different dictionaries, three atlases & 
paper for note taking. Recently I've been taken my laptop to the group and have both 
dictionary.com and the wikipedia.org open. These sites provide great opportunity to build into 
the sessions the areas of website credibility and website advertising awareness. 
 
For the first few sessions I am the leader, but the children are aware that the skills that I 
demonstrate will help them work as an independent group in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NB The person on the current leader’s left   
      becomes the next leader. 

Leader 
  
“Can you be the next leader please (name)?” 



Predict: 
 
Based on what you’ve read and what you 
know, what do you think will happen 
next? 
 
What clues helped you to think about 
what will happen next? 
 
Is your prediction logical? 
 

 

Clarify: 
 
Was there a word you weren’t sure 
about? What is it? What page is it 
on? 
 
What can we predict it means? 
 
How can we check it?  
 
Were there any ideas that were 
confusing to you or that you don’t 
understand? 
 
What strategies can we use to figure 
this out? 
 

Question & Connect: 
 
Is there anything that you did not 
understand? 
 
Is there anything that did not make 
sense? 
 
What were you thinking about as you 
were reading? 
 
Has anything like this ever happened to 
you? 
 
Have you ever known anyone 
 like this character? 
 
What are you curious about? 

Summarize: 
 
What are the most important ideas or 
events? 
 
What does the author want you to 
remember or learn from this? 
 
What is the most important  
information in this passage? 
 
What was this passage mostly about? 
 
In your own words… 
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